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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 4/13/04 is noted. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. Accordingly, 
the examiner is considering the information disclosure statement. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the removable pouch 
slidably coupled to the second strap, as recited in claim 16, must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-12 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kakouras (US 2004/0178236 A1) in view of Knerr (US 5,961 ,014 A). 

Regarding claims 1 and 17, Kakouras discloses a body harness for carrying a 
long gun having a forward portion and a butt portion, the body harness comprising a first 
strap (13) having a first end and a second end, first and second attaching devices (46) 
coupled to the first and second ends of the first strap ([0022]) for attaching to the 
forward and butt portions of the long gun, and a second strap (12) having a first end and 
a second end. Kakouras fails to disclose the second strap being attached at its ends via 
slidable buckles to the first strap proximate the first strap's ends. Instead, as shown in 
Figure 4, Kakouras teaches that the second strap's ends (32) are joined to the first strap 
proximate the first strap's ends (33) without the use of sliding buckles. 

Now, Knerr also discloses a harness and teaches that strap ends can be 
attached to other straps in several different ways. Knerr teaches that the ends (32,34) of 
strap (30) are attached to other straps either with or without the use of sliding buckles 
(col. 3 lines 60-67). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time the invention was made to attach the ends of the second strap (12) of 
Kakouras to the first strap proximate the first strap's ends using slidable buckles instead 
of no buckles, as taught by Knerr, in order to allow a user to adjust the position of the 
second strap on the first strap, perhaps to improve the comfort or fit of the harness. 

Regarding claim 2, the configuration shown in Figure 1 of Kakouras satisfies the 
limitations of the claimed configuration. 

Regarding claim 3, the configuration shown in Figure 2 of Kakouras satisfies the 
limitations of the claimed configuration. 

Regarding claims 4 and 18, the harness of Kakouras as shown in Figure 4 
includes third and fourth buckles (47) slidably mounted on the first strap (33) to define 
first and second loops at the first and second ends, respectively, of the strap. 

Regarding claims 5, 6, 19, and 20, the attaching devices (46) of Kakouras have 
apertures for receiving the first and second loops formed at the first and second ends of 
the first strap (33). The sling swivels disclosed by Kakouras also satisfy the remaining 
structural limitations of the claims. 

Regarding claims 7 and 8, the first strap of Kakouras includes the four claimed 
segments as set forth in the figure presented below. The first segment (1 , below) 
includes the first buckle. The second segment (2, below) includes a pad (15). The fourth 
segment (4, below) is adjustably coupled to a third segment (3, below) and includes the 
second buckle. 
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Regarding claims 9 and 10, the interpretation as applied to the first strap of 
Kakouras with regard to the four segments can also be applied to the second strap, 
effectively satisfying the limitations of the claim. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the length of the second segment (15) of the first strap of 
Kakouras is shown to be shorter than the second segment (14) of the second strap 
(Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 12, Kakouras discloses the claimed invention except for the 
difference in size between of the second portions of the first and second straps being 
three-eighths of an inch. It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to 
modify the difference in size between of the second portions of the first and second 
straps, since such a modification would have involved a mere change in the size of a 


Application/Control Number: 10/823,357 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3782 

component. A change in size is generally recognized as being within the level of 
ordinary skill in the art. In re Rose, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

5. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kakouras in view of Knerr as applied above, and further in view of Reimers (US 
5,292,044 A). 

The modified Kakouras harness includes the claimed features except for the 
shoulder pads comprising a non-slip velour material surface. Kakouras is silent as to the 
material structure of the pads. Reimers, however, discloses a shoulder pad and teaches 
that the pad comprises a non-slip velour surface (col. 3 line 20, col. 4 line 1) in order to 
provide a shoulder pad that is comfortable on the user and less likely to inadvertently 
slide off their shoulder. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to form the shoulder pads of the modified Kakouras 
out of non-slip and velour material, as taught by Reimers, in order to provide a shoulder 
pad that is comfortable on the user and less likely to inadvertently slide off their 
shoulder. 

6. Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kakouras in view of Knerr as applied above, and further in view of Schleifer (US 
6,446,849 B1). 

The modified Kakouras harness includes the claimed features except for the first 
and second straps being made of nylon or leather. Kakouras is silent as to the material 
structure of the straps. Schleifer, however, discloses a harness and teaches that the 
strap of the harness can be made of nylon or leather (col. 2 lines 34-37). It would have 
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been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to form the first and second straps of the modified Kakouras harness out of either nylon 
or leather, as taught by Schleifer, since either material is already known in the art to 
provide a durable harness strap. 

7. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kakouras in view of Knerr as applied above, and further in view of Buonaiuto et al. (US 
5,653,336 A). 

The modified Kakouras harness includes the claimed features except for a 
removable pouch slidably coupled to the second strap. Buonaiuto et al., however, 
discloses a harness (Figure 5) and teaches that a pouch (10) is slidably and removably 
coupled to a strap (48) of the harness. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a removable pouch 
slidably coupled to the second strap of the modified Kakouras harness, as taught by 
Buonaiuto et al., so that a user could couple other items to the harness and increase the 
over all utility and carrying capacity of the harness. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin M. Larson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8649. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 7am - 5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Newhouse can be reached on (571) 272-4544. The fax phone 

v. 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

« 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


JML 

2/8/07 


